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SUBJECT: GKR ISSUES DECLARATION ON OIL DISPUTE 

REFS: A. SAIGON 11637 

B. STATE 195226 

C. PHNOM PENH 11905 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1. FOLLOWING IS UNOFFICIAL EMBASSY TRANSLATION OF 
DECLARATION ISSUED AFTERNOON SEPTEMBER 6 BY ACTING MINISTER 
OF INFORMATION LOEUNG NAL: 

BEGIN TEXT 

(1) THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KHMER REPUBLIC REGRETS THAT THE 
SPOKESMAN OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM DIS- 
CLOSED, ON SEPTEMBER 5, THE TENOR OF THE DIPLOMATIC NOTE SENT 
AUGUST 29,1974 BY HIS GOVERNMENT TO THE KHMER GOVERN- 
MENT CONCERNING THE DRILLING BEING DONE AT PRESENT BY 
THE ELF COMPANY OF CAMBODIA NEAR THE ISLAND OF KOH ACH 
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(2) THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KHMER REPUBLIC RESPONDED BY 
NOTE ON SEPTEMBER 6 TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF VIETNAM THAT THE AREAS OF DRILLING, WHICH WERE THE 
OBIECT OF THE NOTE OF PROTEST OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM, ARE SITUATED WITHIN THE LIMITS OF 
THE KHMER CONTINENTAL SHELF. 

(3) THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KHMER REPUBLIC HAD THEREFORE 
AUTHORIZED THE ELF COMPANY OF CAMBODIA TO CARRY OUT THE 
DRILLING IN THE ZONE CONCERNED, IN CONFORMITY WITH THE 
CONTRACT CONCLUDED NOVEMBER 22,1969 BETWEEN ITSELF AND 
THIS FOREIGN COMPANY. THESE ACTIVITIES HAVE GONE ON 
SINCE SEPTEMBER, 1972 WITHOUT EVER HAVING GIVEN RISE TO 
ANY INCIDENT. 

(4) FINALLY, THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KHMER REPUBLIC EX- 
PRESSES THE HOPE THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
VIETNAM WILL REEXAMINE THE PROBLEM WHICH EXISTS AT THE 
PRESENT TIME, WITH A VIEW TO BRINGING ABOUT A SOLUTION 
BY PEACEFUL MEANS. END TEXT. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

2. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

COMMENT: THE ABOVE COMMUNIQUE, TOGETHER WITH THE 
SEPTEMBER 6 NOTE FROM THE GKR REPLYING TO THE SVN NOTE 
OF AUGUST 29, WAS THE PRODUCT OF AN EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
MEETING THE MORNING OF SEPTEMBER 6, AT WHICH THE GKR 
AMBASSADOR TO SAIGON WAS PRESENT. WHILE THE ABOVE 
PRESS STATEMENT BY IMPLICATION REJECTS THE SVN 
ULTIMATUM TO REMOVE THE RIG WITHIN FIFTEEN DAYS 
OR FACE THE USE OF FORCE, IT CLOSES WITH A REQUEST 
THAT THE GVN REEXAMINE THE PROBLEM WITH A VIEW TO 
ARRIVING AT A SOLUTION BY PEACEFUL MEANS, I.E., A 
CLEAR CALL TO NEGOTIATE THE DISPUTE. 

3. FOR THE RECORD, THIS EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED NO 
APPROACH FROM EITHER EXXON OR ELF, THOUGH WE BELIEVE 
THE LATTER HAS BEEN IN TOUCH WITH THE FRENCH EMBASSY 
HERE. END CONFIDENTIAL. 

KEELEY 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PUBLIC DISCLOSURE, OFFSHORE DRILLING, DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS, OFFSHORE OIL FIELDS, BOUNDARIES, 
EXPLORATORY DRILLING 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 06 SEP 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: shawdg 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974PHNOM1 1996 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740248-0046 
From: PHNOM PENH 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740968/aaaacfvg.tel 

Line Count: 98 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: A.SAIGON 11637 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: shawdg 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 APR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <24 APR 2002 by rowelle0>; APPROVED <04 MAR 2003 by shawdg> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GKR ISSUES DECLARATION ON OIL DISPUTE 
TAGS: PBOR, ENRG, VS, CB 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



